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AFFORDABILITY 


‘Ouch’ twice for homeowners 


GOP plan: Profitable sales could 
bring huge tax bill, inhibit Bay Area 


sellers, tighten limited inventory @ San Jose 


MOST EXPENSIVE PLACES TO BUY A HOUSE 


The top 25 metropolitan areas based on the amount of 
household income required to buy a median-priced house: 


Es $216,181 


@ SanFrancisco TT 171,331 


Income: San Jose, San Francisco 
lead US, requiring most household 
income to be able to buy a home 


By Richard Scheinin 


rscheinin@bayareanewsgroup.com 


© San Diego ME 116,120 
By Louis Hansen @ Los Angeles Es 115,069 
lhansen@bayareanewsgroup.com @ NewYork City [NN 99,151 
: e i 
Quick and profitable home sales by short-term own- @ Boston 97,465 
O Seattle MEE 93,418 


ers in the Bay Area could face steep new taxes under 


© Washington, D.C. EE 84,503 


the Republican federal tax overhaul. 


Owners selling a house within five years in the re- © Denver ME 79,459 
gion, one of the nation’s most expensive real estate @) Portland, Ore. NN 76,884 
markets, would be punished by new capital gains @ Miami MS 71,799 
rules found in the GOP tax proposals, according to @® Sacramento MS 71,345 
a new study. @® Riverside ME 67,750 

Analysts fear the new rules would also encourage (D Austin EE 67,441 
Bay Area homeowners to stay put, further choking National mE 55,391 


the already limited supply of available homes. A typ- 
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Source: HSH Mortgage 


WATERTIGHT RESEARCH 


CALTECH 


Michael Dickinson, a biology professor at Caltech, used high-speed video cameras to 
document the behavior of the alkali fly. He works at a field site at Mono Lake, above. 
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By Paul Rogers 
progers@bayareanewsgroup.com 


In 1862, Mark Twain traveled 
to Mono Lake, the vast, ancient 
landmark east of Yosemite Na- 
tional Park famous for its craggy 
limestone rock formations. 
Though he nearly drowned try- 
ing to cross the 11-mile-long lake 
in a rowboat during a storm, the 
author remained captivated by 
its odd features, especially the 
swarms of tiny black flies that 
lined the shore and their un- 
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CALTECH 


An alkali fly is seen underwater 
inside its protective air bubble. 


AK 


usual behavior. 

“You can hold them under- 
water as long as you please — 
they do not mind it,” Twain later 
wrote in his 1872 book “Rough- 
ing It.” “They are only proud of 
it. When you let them go, they 
pop up to the surface as dry as a 
patent office report, and walk off 
as unconcernedly as if they had 
been educated especially with a 
view to affording instructive en- 
tertainment to man.” 

Now, 155 years later, scien- 
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Here’s one more dubious distinction for San Jose 
and San Francisco: The two metro areas are the run- 
away national leaders in the amount of household in- 
come needed to buy a house. 

According to a study from the HSH.com mortgage 
information website, a $216,181 household salary is re- 
quired to buy a median-priced house in the San Jose 
metro area, while $171,330 is needed to buy a typical 
home in the San Francisco metro. That’s assuming 
a 20 percent down payment on a 30-year fixed loan. 

Drawing on third-quarter data, HSH looked at 
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SANTA CLARA 


ANDA CHU — STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 


Mayor Lisa Gillmor used the city’s 
PR consultant in her dispute with 
the 49ers over Levi's Stadium. 


Mayor in 
hot water 


for using 
consultant 


City manager halted 
PR firm’s work after 
questioning expenses 


By Ramona Giwargis 
rgiwargis @bayareanewsgroup.com 


SANTA CLARA » Mayor Lisa Gill- 
mor is under fire for tapping a 
$50,000 city communications 
consultant — without authoriza- 
tion — to draft a newspaper arti- 
cle, coordinate her TV interviews 
and give her “message training” 
in her battles with the San Fran- 
cisco 49ers over Levi’s Stadium, 
records show. 

The city manager’s office put 
the brakes on the consultant’s 
work after discovering ques- 
tionable expenses involving the 
mayor. Critics are crying foul, say- 
ing Gillmor shouldn’t turn a city 
contractor into her personal PR 
guru to advance her agenda with 
the 49ers. Councilwoman Patricia 
Mahan, a former mayor, called it 
“troubling.” 

But Gillmor said she wasn’t 
overstepping her authority. “I’m 
doing my duty as mayor to speak 
for Santa Clara residents and the 
council majority,” said Gillmor, 
who says her critics on the coun- 
cil are too beholden to the 49ers 
because team officials contrib- 
uted to their political campaigns. 

The dispute is the latest epi- 
sode in one of the highest-profile 
kerfuffles in Silicon Valley, pitting 
Santa Clara leaders against the 
city’s professional football team 
over issues that resonate far be- 
yond the city’s borders, from sta- 
dium expenses to youth soccer to 
concert curfews and bookings. 

The city approved the contract 
with Banner Public Affairs in July 
to “fulfill the city’s stated need for 
communications support.” The 
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